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Dear Parents and carers, 

Can you believe that there are only two weeks left of the Autumn term?  

Thank you all for your patience in logging into the parents evening booking system. It is extremely im-

portant that you are able to log in independently as this is how you will access the video link to talk to 

the teacher. We will not have the capacity on Monday and Tuesday evening (during parents evening) to 

help you, so please make sure you can access it asap. Call the office before Monday mid morning should 

you require any further support with this. 

REMINDER: Wednesday 16th December—Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day 

In return for a suggested £1 donation, children can come to school wearing a Christmas jumper and 

accessories with their usual uniform. We are very aware that, over the course of this year, many fami-

lies’ financial situations have changed and even £1 is hard to find so any donation would be fantastic. 

As the PTFA have been unable to put on the much enjoyed Christmas Fayre this year, all proceeds will 

go back into the PTFA fund that supports with buying ‘extras’ for school. This year the PTFA have 

bought new EYFS children a book bag, a subscription to ‘first news’ (a children's newspaper), addition-

al outdoor equipment for EYFS, specific home reading books and some new keyboards. We thank the 

PTFA for all their work in raising money for these things. 

Seek Joy in Service and Spread Some Christmas Cheer 

As already mentioned, we are aware of the fact that many families, through no fault of their own, have 

had a massive income drop this year. These might include, but are not restricted to, parents who nor-

mally work in non-essential retail, hair or beauty, events, theatre, hospitality or are sole traders. In ad-

dition to this, some parents have recently been made redundant. We also know that many people in 

this situation don’t like asking for help or support. 

 

We also have many families who are incredibly grateful for the fact that they have been able to continue 

working and would like to help others who have been hit hard by COVID restrictions.  To this end, we 

are setting up a very short term ‘Seek Joy in Service at Christmas’ scheme. 

 

Families that would like to can fill a box / gift bag with goodies to be given to a family in difficulty this 

Christmas.  The goodies would be some of those little luxuries that most people like to have in over the 

Christmas period but are very much extra to basic ‘feed the family’ necessities.  Things like nice bis-

cuits, chocolates or sweets and/or small gifts.  Any donations can be sent into school with children by 

Friday 11th December and will be quarantined and then distributed before the end of term. 

 

For families suffering with financial changes this Christmas, as well as the Seek Joy in Service project, 

we are offering to try and help, if we can. Many of you will already have Mrs McKelvey’s email (deputy 

head teacher). bmckelvey@st-marys.hackney.sch.uk Only Mrs McKelvey and  myself (Mrs O’Brien) 

have access to this email address, otherwise it will be completely confidential. Let us know if things are 

a bit difficult this Christmas and there might be something we can help with. Nobody else need to know 

who has written. If we can help then we will! 

Have a great weekend 



  

Prayer 
This week we lit our purple candle for the first day of Advent. 

We remember the prophets that foretold the story of the birth of Jesus. 

 

As we light our first Advent candle… 

Jesus,  

You are light even in the darkest places. Help us to trust 
in you when we are lost or lonely. Shine hope into our 
hearts we pray.  

Amen 
 

 

Sickness and testing 

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS 

F YOUR CHILD HAS ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS THEY MUST NOT COME TO SCHOOL OR IF THEY DEVELOP 
THEM IN SCHOOL, WILL BE SENT HOME. SIBLINGS SHOULD STAY AT HOME TOO. 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

What to do if you have symptoms -If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only leave your home to 
have a test. 

School are happy to support you with booking a test online however, it is extremely difficult to book online at the mo-

ment. If you or your child needs to have a test we have been advised that the following places have walk in centres. 

Bentley Road - Walk in Bentley Road car park, 
Dalston, N1 4DB 

8am - 8pm seven days a week 

Hackney Central - Walk in 340 Mare St, E8 1HA 8am - 8pm seven days a week 

Sandford Court - walk in Bethune Rd, N16 5BB 8am - 8pm seven days a week 

Stamford Hill - Walk & drive through Yesodey Hatorah 
School, Egerton Road, 
N16 6UB 

10.30am-3.30pm  on the following days: 
November: 22, 29 
December: 6, 13, 20, 27  Dec 

Hackney Marshes - Walk & drive through Hackney Marshes Lei-
sure Centre, 
Homerton Rd, LE9 5PF 

10.30am-3.30pm on the following days: 
November: 20, 23, 26, 30 Nov 
December: 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28, 31 Dec 



 

CELEBRATION 
 

N 

 

ALLARYCE 

 

R 

 

THOMAS 

 

YR 1 

 

KEMARI—BLUE 

 

YR 2 

 

LEASJAH 

 

YR 3 

 

NAS 

 

YR 4 

 

MARKIS 

 

YR 5 

 

KIAN 

 

YR 6 

 

SARA 

 

Headteachers’ stars of 

the week are given to 

pupils who have 

demonstrated that 

they are living out our 

SPANISH NASRIDEEN—YR 3 

 

MUSIC 

 

 

KIAN—YR 5 

 

PE 

 

AMELIA  - YR 4 



CELEBRATION—ATTENDANCE 

Class Attendance %  Rank Number of 

lates 

(punctuality) 

 Rank 

N 100% 1ST 0 1ST 

R 96.76% 6TH 6 8TH 

1 93.98% 7TH 5 6TH 

2 84.72% 8TH 0 1ST 

3 100% 1ST 5 6TH 

4 99% 4TH 2 4TH 

5 98.77% 5TH 1 3RD 

6 100% 1ST 4 5TH 

 ATTENDANCE WINNERS 

100% attendance 

YR 6/ YR 3  

& Nursery  

 

 

PUNCTUALITY WINNERS 

 

Nursery & YR 2 

 

“ Good attendance and punctuality is a large factor in positive out-

comes for children. Lets all aim to be here every day and on time. 



AYANNA  YR 4 

EKRAN    YR 4  

GABRIEL   YR 6 


